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For more details on these and other programs, visit http://dnr.metrokc.gov/swd/schoolpr/schoolpg.htm
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Kim Sweet, Renton High School, is working with 28 Special Ed and ESL students to plant an organic
garden at the Renton Community Center.  Students will grow food, learn about soil, safer alternatives
to hazardous chemicals, beneficial insects, and more and will tie these concepts to local water quality
and impacts on salmon.  Education will be enhanced through field trips to the landfill, wastewater
treatment plant, and the hardware store.  Students will continue to earn credit over the summer through
independent study.  In addition to measuring, weeding, and other garden tasks, students will have monthly
cooking feasts to showcase to parents the food grown.  Ms. Sweet used a  Hazards on the Homefront Mini-Grant to
purchase seeds, tools, and supplies for the worm bin, and to provide a bus for the field trip.

Jim Yoos took advantage of an HHW Mini-Grant to purchase water quality monitoring equipment for use by his
11th and 12th  grade environmental chemistry students at Skyline High School in Sammamish.  Students tested local
water quality for parameters such as dissolved oxygen and nitrates in order to investigate local impacts on water
resources.

Naticia Litven’s 6th grade class at Des Moines Elementary also has been monitoring the health of their local creek.
Students visited the creek twice a month during lunch to conduct water quality tests for dissolved
oxygen, water and air temperature, and turbidity.  They also conducted a cross-section survey, did
pebble counts, and made observations about the stream’s appearance and odor.  In June, the sixth
graders will compare their 2001-2002 results to a benchmark study completed by engineers in 1999.

Dia Logan of Kent Junior High used Mini-Grant funds to support students entering the Washington State Science
and Engineering Fair.  Students studied the effects of chemicals found in their school on organisms found in pond
water.  Students modified an experiment in the Hazards on the Homefront  Guide to test chemicals provided by the
custodial staff.  Students presented their results to fellow students as well as at the fair.

Imagine A Better Earth
Creating plays and public service announcements (PSAs), learning to use a digital camcorder, or
writing and recording songs were how 250 middle and high school students imagined a better a earth
during the past school year.  Through the Imagine a Better Earth Program, formerly known as the
RecycleArtist Program, these students practiced essential skills in communication, art and writing,
while gaining a greater understanding about the importance of our environment and how to conserve
its resources.  Eleven classrooms throughout King County participated in one of three projects.

Using Media to Promote Environmental Conservation with 911 Media Arts Center
Led by Malory Graham, environmental filmmaker and educator, high school students produced
PSAs about recycling, litter and the hazards of car emissions.

Environmental Education through Play Production with One World Theatre
Under the direction of an acting ensemble, middle school students created short plays

that integrated lessons on resource conservation with skills in acting, move-
ment, communication and performance.

Songwriting as a Catalyst for Change with Jim Vick
Songwriter/guitarist Jim Vick introduced students to the concept of

songwriting as a way to communicate about important issues.  Students wrote lyrics focused on
recycling, litter and hazardous waste. Completed songs were compiled on a CD for the school.

Application for 2002-03 Projects
Teachers interested in participating in this program next year are invited to apply by June 30, 2002.
For information or a short application, please contact Dale Alekel at (206) 296-8457 or
dale.alekel@metrokc.gov.

An Oily Sky Keeps Winning Awards
In April 2002, An Oily Sky, the video Skykomish High students
produced in 2000 as part of this program, was selected as one of 10
national winners in the EPA-sponsored President’s Environmental
Youth Award program.  The students traveled to Washington D.C. where they were honored at a
ceremony attended by President Bush. The video documents the issue of oil seeping through the soil
from an old railroad fueling station in the community.  Previous awards garnered by the students for
their video include a prize from the Northwest Film Center at their 24th Annual Young People’s
Film and Video Festival, and the Brower Youth Award for student director Angela Coryell.

Usable Items for Teachers
The King County Solid Waste Division has an inventory of items that were once used in
classroom workshops. These items are available to teachers for classroom use such as for
art or special projects. Examples of items in the inventory are foam core pieces, wood
blocks, clothespins, magnet strips, plastic tubs, scissors and a variety of miscellaneous
materials. Please contact Linda Howard at 206-296-4432 or linda.howard@metrokc.gov
for further details. Items will be given away on a first-come, first-served basis. All items
must be picked up at the King Street Center offices in downtown Seattle.



Explorer West Goes on a Garbage Diet
Highline District’s Explorer West Middle School 6th

graders and their science
teacher Kristin Moore
decided that the school
needed to go on a
garbage diet.  The first
step was to determine
how much waste was
generated on a typical
school day.  On Decem-
ber 11, every member of
the school community
was given a plastic bag to

carry around for an entire day.  All forms of waste
including food, plastic, paper, and garbage were placed in
the bag.  At the end of the day, the 6th graders collected
and weighed all of the bags which totaled 18 lbs.

The students ordered a worm bin and related supplies in
order to take advantage of the organic waste the school
produced. They purchased color-coded containers to
separate their waste:  blue for garbage; white for paper;

Super Waste Reducers
April Steven’s Maple Hills Elementary Advisory Council continues to be successful with their lunch-
room milk carton recycling program.  Students diligently dump out any leftover milk and take care to place their
cartons in the proper bin.  The council sponsored a schoolwide waste-free lunch day on Earth Day.  The council has
also worked out a series of skits about environmental stewardship to perform for the entire school.

Linda Reiter’s 5th grade Green Team at Black Diamond Elementary takes their responsibility for recycling and
reducing waste seriously.  This Green Team empties the recycle bins in all classrooms weekly.  During lunchtime, they
perform skits for the other classes to teach them what can be recycled and what cannot.  The class has also made up
posters to place around the school about recycling do’s and don’ts and has set up two, all-school challenge bulletin
boards with monthly recycle tips and reminders.

Karen Hertz’s 4th grade Green Team at Crystal Springs Elementary in Bothell has been conserving resources. They
have been researching the science of worms and started a worm bin for food waste.  Two students then started their
own worm bins at home.  In addition to the mixed paper they reuse and recycle at school, the students save plastic
bottles and cans from lunch which Ms. Hertz takes home to recycle.  To save energy, they learned about weather
stripping the windows in their classroom and invited the PUD out to teach them about conserving heat.

THESE SCHOOLS REDUCED WASTE

Waste-Free Lunches Earn Prizes
Green Teams organized by Jeanine Benham at St. Luke
School in Shoreline and Michelle Baca at Marvista
Elementary in Normandy Park hold Waste-Free lunches
every Wednesday.  All 24 of Ms. Benham’s students
bring their lunches in reusable containers and “natural”
packages.  They measure how much garbage is generated
after these lunches.  The students earn “Benham bucks”
from her and can redeem them for prizes. The class also
holds waste-free-snacks days and she has found that the
students tend to eat more healthy snacks (like fruit)
because they naturally come with less packaging.
Ms. Baca also offers prizes and conducts
surprise waste-free spot checks to see which
students are doing this on a regular basis.

B.E.S.T. Alternative High School
Renews Recycling
Inspired by her experience with last year’s
RecycleArtist program, Mia Arends, art
teacher at B.E.S.T. Alternative High
School in Kirkland, created a Recycle Art/
Environmental Science class  as a means to
revive the school’s recycling program.
Using funds from King County’s Zero in
on Waste Mini-Grant Program, she
purchased recycling bins for bottles and cans.  Prior to
decorating the bins, students identified what materials Additional Award-Winning Green Teams

Nancy Burrill, Mirror Lake Elementary, 1st Grade:
Reuse projects (see photo)
Kay Hoffman, Rock Creek Elementary, 3rd Grade:
Worm bins and papermaking
Mary Mondt, Lea Hill Elementary, 4th Grade:
Reusing, Earth Day Grocery Bag Project, tree-planting
Melodi Keys, Bob Johnson, Deborah Iwen, Erika
Schlecht, Emerald Park Elementary 6th Grade:
Growing seedlings to plant in a local park
Megan Demers, Stevenson Elementary, 4th Grade:
Reusing paper, waste-free snacks, Earth Day Grocery
Bag Project
Debbie Brumfield, Maple Valley Christian, 4th

Grade: Worm bin, reusing scrap paper, increased
recycling, chalkboards for classwork
Brenda Keller, Maple Valley Christian, 6th Grade:
Worm bin
Renee Beluche, Peter Kirk Elementary, 5th Grade:
Worm bin, replacing non-native plants with natives.

Nancy Burrill’s Green Team at Mirror Lake Elementary
constructed this reading igloo out of milk jugs.

and yellow for cans, bottles, and glass. Students wrote a
letter to the school’s cleaning service explaining the new
system.  The end-of-the-year weigh-in is scheduled for
early June.  Ms. Moore commented, “We hope we’ve
lost some weight.”

Recycling For A Cause
At Renton Park Elementary, Chris Renfrew’s
4th grade Green Team
has collected 116 lbs.
of aluminum cans
thus far and donated
the money earned to
the Renton Area
Clothing Bank.
They will continue
with this project
until the school year
ends.  They are also responsible for their school-wide
recycling program and educate other classes through skits
and recognition.  Chris Andrew’s 6th grade Green Team
at Mirror Lake Elementary also has been collecting cans
for recycling to raise money for the Red Cross.

would work best and be nontoxic to the toddlers at the
school.  The class made posters and flyers to promote
recycling.  Students empty and rinse bins weekly as well
as collect paper for recycling. This school has found that
recycling works when it’s part of a class, whether art,
science, or citizenship.

Worms Eat Westside School’s Garbage
Jessi Christiansen of Westside School in Burien

has used a King County Zero In On Waste grant
to start a schoolwide recycling and worm

composting program.  The school
purchased several worm bins and

compost buckets to compost
lunch and kitchen waste.  The

worm castings will then be
used on the school’s
garden.  First-grade
students are responsible
for taking care of the
bins and educating the
rest of the school on
their use.  They will also

talk to other classes about
packing “smarter” lunches that

create less trash and on what things
can be reused, reduced or recycled.
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